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U M ST U D EN T S B R E A K A W A Y ’ F R O M T R A D IT IO N A L V A C A TIO N S
M IS S O U L A Some University o f Montana-Missoula students won’t be skiing, mountain biking or sunning
themselves this spring break, March 17-21.
Instead, 15 students will take part in Break Away, an alternative spring break program that
will take them to Northeast Arizona, where they will paint houses, do yard work and tutor young
children on the Hopi and Navajo Indian reservations.
Break Away is a national program that promotes community service through immersion in
different cultures as a means of heightening social awareness. This is the first year UM students
have participated in the program, which has been popular at Montana State University-Bozeman
for the past several years. MSU students are bound next week for Juarez, M exico, where they will
help build a school; Santa Fe, N .M ., where they will help local Habitat for Humanity members
build a house; and San Francisco, where they will deliver meals to people who are housebound
with H IV/A ID S.
Amber Honl, an AmeriCorps member responsible for organizing U M ’s trip, says student
interest in Break Away has been overwhelming. Seventy people responded to advertisements for
the 15 spots available.
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“I was blown aw ay,” Honl says. “I only advertised for a week. I figured people had
already planned spring break.”
Honl has been frantically organizing and fundraising for the trip for the past two weeks.
The Associated Students o f The University of Montana contributed $400. which was half o f what
the group hoped to receive. Honl says the group will come up with the money somehow, even if it
means increasing the cost to students.
Kelly Ward, director of U M ’s Volunteer Action Services, says the number of students who
expressed an interest in the Break Away trip shows there is a real need for such alternatives to
traditional spring break getaways.
"Students are really interested in cultural diversity,” Ward says. “This is not just a service
project; it’s a cultural exchange.”
Another UM Break Away trip planned for May will take students to Priest Lake, Idaho, to
clean up litter along the water’s edge and clear bicycle and hiking trails.
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